
Northern Michigan’s Inland Waterway offers you a boating trip unlike any in the world.  The approximately 42 mile trip takes you through three
rivers and three lakes and surrounds you with some of the most beautiful scenery and captivating communities in Michigan.  Once the route of
large Inland Route steamers, today’s boaters can enjoy many of the same sights that those a generation ago experienced.

A voyage on the Inland Waterway can begin at the north end in
Cheboygan, the south end in Conway, or anywhere along the
way.  Boat launches are conveniently located at many places
along the route.  The trip can be made in a day or over a
weekend, with the communities of Cheboygan, Topinabee,
Aloha, Indian River, Alanson, Oden and Conway all located on
the water.  Dining, lodging, supplies, and banking facilities can
be found in most of these communities.  Numerous marinas
also dot the Inland Waterway where marine fuel, boat rentals,
and ships stores are situated for your convenience.  

Whether you choose to make the Inland Waterway journey in a
day or make it a weekend, you will see a side of Northern
Michigan that cannot be seen along a highway or freeway.  Sit
back, relax, and enjoy a boating excursion unlike any other!

Cheboygan
Cheboygan, ideally situated on both Lake Huron and the
Cheboygan River, is an ideal place to begin or end your Inland
Waterway adventure. There are numerous places to stay either
on the river, such as the Best Western or Fleetwood Inn and
Suites, or just off of it. Dining options such as the Boathouse
and Pier M33 allow for dockside dining on the water. Access to
downtown shopping and dining is easy by docking on the river
and walking less than a block to the downtown district.
Riverside docking is free for shoppers and diners. One of the
highlights of an Inland Waterway trip is “locking through” the
Cheboygan River locks, located towards the center of town.  

Numerous lighthouses are another highlight of a trip to
Cheboygan. Both the Cheboygan Front Range Light and the
Cheboygan Crib Light are visible from the river. Two more
lighthouses, Fourteen Foot Shoal and Poe Reef, are located
just a few miles out in the Straits of Mackinac.

Mullett Lake & Topinabee
Mullett Lake features the communities of Aloha on the east
side and Topinabee on the west side. The mouth of the
Cheboygan River and Mullett Lake features a large sandbar
that is ideal for dropping anchor and jumping in for a swim. It

is also the location of “Music at the Mouth,” where bands play live music on a floating stage on Saturdays during the summer. Dock space is also
available at the communities for stocking up on provisions or grabbing a bite to eat or a drink.

Indian River & Burt Lake
Located about midway along the Inland Route is the Village
of Indian River. The meandering river of the same name takes
you through the heart of the community, with conveniently
located dockage available to tie up and explore the town.
There are also dining, shopping, and lodging options such as
Pines Cottages and Fay Martin Resort just off the river,
making Indian River a great place to take a break. As the
Indian River opens up into Burt Lake, be sure to check out the
newly constructed Veteran’s Pier and DeVoe Beach.

Indian River is also home to one of Michigan’s best known
attractions, the Cross In The Woods. Sculpted by Marshall
Fredericks and cast of bronze in Norway, this seven-ton
gigantic depiction of Jesus is suspended on the world’s
largest crucifix, 55 feet tall and carved from a California
redwood. Annually thousands of visitors come to visit the
crucifix in this beautiful wooded setting.

Crooked River & Alanson
A cruise across Burt Lake puts you in the Crooked River.  This
meandering river is a place with interesting turns and
unspoiled natural beauty.  Upon coming into Alanson, the
beautiful Crooked River Lodge and Suites offers a place to stay
right on the river.  Entering the village, boaters will have to pass
through the Crooked River Lock, a clam-shell lock that makes
for a unique experience.  Once in town check out the Inland
Water Route Museum and the quaint shops and stores.

Crooked Lake
Crooked Lake offers the small communities of Conway and
Oden, both of which were historical jumping on or jumping off
points on the Inland Waterway. These communities are little
more than a stone’s throw to Petoskey, which although not on

the waterway itself, was by many considered the “end” of the Inland Waterway. Oden is home to the Oden Hatchery Visitor’s Center, located at
the site of a fish hatchery that operated from 1921-2002. The center offers exhibits, nature trails, a restored railroad car, and more.

Continental Inn
• Downtown Cheboygan • Heated Outdoor Pool
• Walking Distance to Marinas • Free Wi-Fi

“In the Center of It All”

(231) 627-7164  •  (888) 543-3102
www.continentalinn.biz

613 N. Main St., Cheboygan, MI 49721
Your Hosts

Clayton & Doris
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Onaway
989.733.8557

•
Gaylord

989.732.1500

www.awakonfcu.net

With multiple locations to serve you:

Wolverine
231.525.8118

•
Indian River
231.238.8331

Rogers City
989.734.2772

INLAND WATER
ROUTE MUSEUM

Follow the history of
Michigan’s 

Inland Water Route

2 minute walk up River St. from Public 
Boat Parking near Alanson Swing Bridge.

Displays on:
Railroads • Logging • Mullett House • the Steamer Topinabee

Conway • Oden • Ponshewaing • Alanson
Indian River • Topinabee • Cheboygan

www.IWRHS.com
6217 River St., Alanson, MI 49307

Open 10am - 2pm
Wednesday & Friday - Sunday

Inland WaterwayThe THREE RIVERS of the

Earliest use of the Inland Waterway
can be traced back to the Native
Americans who used the sheltered
waterway as a way to facilitate trade
and migrate from region to region.
The French and British could also ex-
plore the region and trade, all while
avoiding the dangers of the big lakes. 
The 1800s brought logging and Cheboygan’s first lumber mill in 1844. By the 1870s, the
community was expanding more rapidly than many major cities. One of the things that made
Cheboygan boom was its advantageous position on the water. Being a port with access to the
Great Lakes was important, but being located on an inland chain of lakes and rivers meant
that lumber located inland could be easily transported to Cheboygan, and from there on to
market. 
Tourism, especially as a summer resort area, became a pivotal part of the local economy. The
beauty of the Inland Waterway attracted visitors to enjoy temperate summers and experience
its natural beauty. Numerous hotels and summer resorts popped up along the waterway.
Large steamers or small skiffs would make the trip along portions of the rivers and lakes. The
steamers would have live music and entertainment, while the resorts spared no expense in
entertaining their guests.
By the beginning of the 20th century just a fraction of the region’s lumber mills were still
operating, population was decreasing, and so too was the demand for trips on the Inland
Waterway. As a result, the great steamers gradually disappeared and by the late 1920s were
all but gone.
Following the end of the Second World War, the economy was booming again. This meant
that people could afford their own personal boats to enjoy the water, and trailer or sail them
to places where those opportunities abounded.
The Inland Waterway is as beautiful now as it has ever been. With the natural wonders that
come with a trip on the waterway, seeing deer, otters, bald eagles, and countless other
species is a daily occurrence. The route has been utilized and enjoyed by so many and for so
long with very good reason. It’s historical, it’s memorable, and it’s one of the things that
makes our area unlike anywhere else in the world.

A Brief Glimpse at the
History of the Inland
Waterway

Cheboygan River Lock & Dam

Mullett Lake Marina

Anchor In Marina

Walstrom Marine

Black River

Best Western River Terrace
Fleetwood Inn

Carquest Auto Parts

Berkshire Hathaway
Real Estate

Continental Inn

Coldwell Banker Schmidt 
Realtors

Citizens National Bank
Cheboygan Area Visitors Bureau

Pier M33
Restaurant & Marina
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North Eastern State Trail

Port of 
Cheboygan

Mulligans

CHEBOYGAN RIVER

Mullett Lake to Lake Huron
via the

YOUR BANK ALONG THE INLAND WATERWAY
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www.cnbismybank.com
231-627-7111

Cheboygan
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Cheboygan is the
Crossroads of the Great Lakes

portofcheboygan.com
231.627.9931

Indian River Marina

Howe Marine

Ken’s Village 
Market

Fay Martin River Resort
Pines Cottages

Indian River
Sports Center

Awakon Federal Credit UnionCitizens National 
Bank

Carquest Auto Parts

Berkshire Hathaway Real Estate
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INDIAN RIVER

Burt Lake to Mullett Lake
via the

Crooked River Lock

Windjammer
Marina

Ryde Marine

Maple Bay
Marine

Sta!ord’s Crooked River Lodge

Citizens 
National Bank

Inland Water Route Museum
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CROOKED RIVER

Crooked Lake to Burt Lake
via the

Crooked River Lock

Cheboygan 
River Lock
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